Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.109; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.2.
Related literature
For background to the molecular architecture and biological activity of benzoic acid-metal complexes, see : Cheng et al. (2006) ; Yang et al. (2004) . For reference structural data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 6 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ).
Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: CAD-4 Software (Enraf-Nonius, 1989 ); cell refinement: CAD-4 Software; data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995 
Comment
There has been much research interest in benzoic acid metal complexes due to their molecular architectures and biological activities (Cheng et al., 2006; Yang et al., 2004) . In this work, we report here the crystal structure of the title compound, (I). In (I), all bond lengths are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) (Fig. 1) . The Zn II atom is five-coordinated by two O and two N atoms from the two Schiff base ligands and one O from the water molecule, forming a slightly distorted square pyramid coordination ( Table 1 ). The mononuclear complex interacts with the solvent water molecules to form a three-dimensional network (Table 2) .
Experimental
A mixture of 5-methylpyrazine-2-carboxylic acid (276 mg, 2 mmol) and Zn(NO 3 ) 2 .6H 2 O (1 mmol, 271 mg) in methanol (10 ml) was stirred for 3 h. After keeping the filtrate in air for 7 d, colourless blocks of (I) were formed.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93 Å for the aromatic H atoms and C-H = 0.96 Å for the aliphatic H atoms) and were refined as riding, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids.
Aquabis(5-methylpyrazine-2-carboxylato)zinc(II) trihydrate
Crystal data 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.018
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 25.0º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 2.0º Symmetry codes: (i) x, y−1, z; (ii) x, y+1, z; (iii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1; (iv) −x+1, −y+2, −z+1; (v) −x+1, −y+1, −z+2; (vi) x+1, y, z.
